Laurel Hill Swim and Tennis Club’s
Jr. Development Pathway

Laurel Hill Swim and Tennis Club offers the most complete junior development pathway in Northwest Ohio, and one of the top in the Midwest.

In almost every sport world wide, including tennis, young kids starting to participate in sports at a young age are not playing with full size equipment or playing on full size fields.  Laurel Hill recognizes this and we have decided to incorporate this world wide concept into our program.

Our developmental philosophy is based on helping each junior player develop to the level in which he or she desires. What sets our program apart is the use of age appropriate equipment, the knowledge of the staff, our system of evaluating kids from one level to the next and our overall commitment to developing each player at their own rate. We reinforce the proper fundamental foundation that will lead to greater success.
At Laurel Hill, we use a four stage system of development:

· Stage 1: Foam/Red Ball  (36’ court, 19-23 inch racquets, balls that are 25% bounce and weight of regular ball, typical age is 4-8 years old)  Munchkins Class
· Stage 2:  Orange Ball  (60’ court, 23-25 inch racquets, balls that are 50% bounce and weight of regular ball, typical age is 8-10 years old) Midgets Class
· Stage 3   Green Ball  (78’ court, 25-27 inch racquets, balls that are 75% bounce and weight of regular ball, typical age is 8-12 years old)  Junior Development/Satellite Class
· Stage 4   Yellow Ball (78’ court, 26-27 inch racquet, “normal” balls, ages vary up to 18 years old)  Satellite/Grand Slam Class
Along with the four stages mentioned above, we also believe in providing a competitive opportunity for all of our juniors that wish to participate.  We offer competitive opportunities for all four stages.
The one, very important, item that the staff at Laurel Hill full understands is that every child learns and progresses through each stage at various rates.  Our staff will use a basic checklist of what we are looking for, before kids move up to the next level.

Many of the world’s best players have used this system to develop their games.  Some of the most common names are Roger Federer, Andy Murray, Justine Henin and Rafael Nadal.
If you have any questions concerning our program, please contact Mark Faber, (419) 381-9661.
